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Letter from the Editor  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE    

http://www.pwhbc.com  

Presidents Message  
Now the that the trade deadline has come and 
gone we are into the portion of the season 
building towards the playoffs.  Playoffs, that is 
something that we have not seen here in 
Portland for several years.  The whole goal of 
the regular season is to build towards that 
magic; that there is no tomorrow ñrideò from the 
opening rounds, through the WHL finals and the 
top of the world, the Memorial Cup. 
 
Portland has been to the magical promise land 
twice, claiming the Cup in both 1983 and 1998.  
Fifteen years spanned the first two Cups, so is 
Portland destined to win it all again in 2013?  
Interestingly enough, the 2013 Memorial Cup 
will be held in the WHL and most likely it will be 
a Western hosté But, with all of that 
expectation, you can see that Portland is 
building to a very bright future.  We, as a 
Booster Club should be building with the team.  
With over 2000 season ticket holders, and 
growing, what is keeping folks from becoming a 
Booster Club Member?  Well, we do want to 
know, so please contact a member of the 
Booster Club and share.  Feel free to learn 
about the Booster Club and help us build a 
brighter future together.  We are all supporters 
of hockey, so come on out and become a 
Booster Club Member, and if you have reasons 
as to why you canôt or wonôt, please share so 
we can be the Booster Club you want to join.  
Be a part of reaching the pinnacle once again. 

Continued on page 4 

Booster Club 

HAWKEY TALK - JANUARY 2009-10 SEASON 

We have blown past the halfway point of the regular 
season, only to be hit with the dreaded day in 
January known as ñTrade Deadline.ò It is a time 
where some players get a bit nervous as do the 
fans. It is a certainty that fans alike can get attached 
to specific players for their hard work, skill or other 
reasons and then get more than just a tad upset if 
they go on the trade block, get released, etc. 
 
The fact is, hockey at this level, is a business and is 
one that at times, can appear both cruel and 
inhuman. It most likely won't be the first time a 
player finds himself in this position. As fans, we 
should do our best to support all players, those that 
play here following the trade deadline and those that 
don't. For younger players, it can be more traumatic, 
often feeling that they are not worthwhile, which is 
as far from the truth as can be. Often a player feels 
devastated and is very emotional on both the team 
making the trade, release, etc and the trip to home 
or a new destination. 
 
We have to realize that players will come and go 
and we should make them feel welcome to enjoy the 
time they have here. With the loss this season of 
Colin Reddin, Travis Bobbee, Kurtis Mucha and now 
Jacob Berglund and Dan Johnston, the additions of 
Eric Doyle, Mac Carruth, the appearance of Taylor 
Peters and following the Olympics, Luca Sbisa, 
things will change as the team sees a need to fill.  
 
With the team on a roll towards a playoff spot, it is 
now a matter of who we will play, as opposed to "if 
we make the playoffs", which is more than a positive 
note. There have been some Booster Club 
members asking about a possible bus trip to a 
playoff game. If we are able to plan one, it would be 
a very quick turnaround, most likely on a weeknight 
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BUS TRIPS ! 
The Boosters have scheduled one last bus trip 
for the regular season: 
 
Saturday, March 13ðSeattle (Kent) 
This is the regular season finale! 
 
Check the Booster Club Table for more informa-
tion and Pricing. 

Pizza Blast Update Shows  
Stark Street Pizza (92nd & Stark Street) 

 
Monday, Octoberð26th 
(Francis, Ponich, Schneider & Walker) 

Monday, Novemberð23rd 
(Bennett, Berglund, Rutkowski, Niederreiter, & 
Aronson) 

Monday, Decemberð14th 
(Doyle, Ross, Wotherspoon, Swenson & Carruth) 

Monday, Januaryð25th 
(Boychuk, Rattie) 

Monday, Februaryð8th 
(Johnston, Johansen, Jordan, Gabriel & Morrow) 

Monday, Marchð8th 
(Curtis, Kopitar & Make Up) 
 
Dates and Players Subject to change, please check at the 
booster table for updates!  

Booster Club Meeting Dates  
 
Saturday, October 10thðMemorial Coliseum 
 
Saturday, November 14thðMemorial Coliseum 
 
Saturday, December 19thðRose Garden 
 
Saturday, January 2ndðMemorial Coliseum 
 
Saturday, February 20thðMemorial Coliseum 
(Nominations Meeting) 
 
Saturday, March 6thðRose Garden (Elections Meeting) 
 
 

2009 - 10 Board Members  
 

PresidentðStuart Kemp 
Vice PresidentðAndy Potter 
TreasurerðDebi Koberstein 
Recording SecretaryðJohn Fisher 
Corresponding SecretaryðCathy Kemp 
Sgt at ArmsðRon Spencer 
Past PresidentðLinda Donaldson 
Council MemberðTammy Hall 
Council MemberðMike Hall 
Council MemberðKatie Poland 
Council MemberðElke Thomas 
Council MemberðMarian Brown 
Council MemberðMary Ellen Brown 

Players of the Month 2009 - 10  
 

2008ð09 Fan Favorite ð #12 Chris Francis 
 
October 2009 ð #22 Nino Niederreiter 
 
November 2009 ð  #22 Nino Niederreiter 
 
December 2009 ð #18 Brad Ross 
 
January 2010 ð  
 
February 2010 ð  
 
2009ð10 Fan Favorite ð  
 
Remember to vote for the 2009 ð2010 players!  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
  

Portland Winterhawks Booster Club (PWHBC) 
Post Office Box 6768 

Portland, Oregon 97228-6768 
  

Email:  ñpwhbc@comcast.netò  
Twitter.com :  ñPWHBCò  

Facebook.com:  ñPortland Winterhawks Booster Clubò 
At All Home Games Staff Are Available at the Booster Club Table  
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When we last chatted here at the Booster Club Newsletter, the team was getting ready to embark 
on their Christmas Break and to start preparing for the second half of the 2009-10 season.  Well, 
what a month this past one has been with many highlights, including: 
 
 

Luke Walker, after sustaining a serious facial injury, tried out and made the U.S. World U20 Team and he 
comes home with the Gold Medal after a thrilling 6-5 overtime win over Canada in Saskatoon. 

Nino Niederreiter introduced himself to the rest of the world with a coming out party in the same tourna-
ment, scoring 10 points in seven games, and leading the underdog Swiss Team to an upset win over 
Russia in the Quarter-Finals and a Fourth Place finish in the tournament.  Nino also was named to the 
tournament all-star team! 

Brad Ross was named the WHL Player of the Month for December after posting 20 points and a +10 ranking 
during the month.   Ross has now reached the 50 point plateau in just his second season in the WHL. 

Ty Rattie and Tyler Wotherspoon represented Team Pacific at the World U17 Challenge in Timmins, ON, and 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀƳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘΣ wŀǘǘƛŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ  

         Canadian scorers with 10 points in the tournament. 
Ross, Niederreiter, Ryan Johansen and Troy Rutkowski have all been selected to take part in the CHL/NHL 

Top Prospect Game in Windsor, ON, on January 20th.   The four selections were the most from any team 
in the CHL. 

The Hawks acquired Luca Sbisa, a first round NHL selection with almost 50 games of NHL experience, at the 
trade deadline and while Sbisa may not be available until late February due to injury and participation 
for the Swiss in the 2010 Olympic Games, he should have a huge impact for the Hawks during the 
stretch run and into the postseason. 

 
²ƘŜǿΧƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƳŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀǿƪǎΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚΚΚ 
With all of these accomplishments, the focus is now turned to the stretch run for the playoffs.   The team is  
currently in a three-team struggle for the 2nd place spot out of the U.S. Division with the Everett Silvertips and 
the Spokane Chiefs.  Whichever teams finish 2nd and 3rd respectively in the division will most likely have home 
ice advantage during the first round of the playoffs. 
 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅƻŦŦǎΧǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƴƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ 
Ŏŀƴ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IƻŎƪŜȅ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ 
ǘƘŜƳΧǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ Ǌǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƴƻǿΦ 
 
!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŜƭǇ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΧ 
 
LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ Iŀǿƪǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ 
and when we talk again in February, we will have a better idea of where the team stands in that push to make 
the postseason. 
 
!ƭƭ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ƛǎΧƘŀƴƎ ƻƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀǘǎΣ ŦƻƭƪǎΧƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ǊƛŘŜΧ 
 
LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΧŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΧ 
 
Go Hawks! 

 
 

 

What a Month  

By Andy Kemper  
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as weekends don't always fall right, though we will try. Ticket and bus price will probably be a bit higher, 
though again, we won't know until it is almost upon us. Speaking of bus trips, glad we got one to Tri 
Cities and it is looking like Seattle for the last game of the season is a go as well. Thanks to all who have 
gone or are about to go on trips. 
 
We have three raffles going on through to the season's end. There is the Marian Hossa Jersey Raffle to 
benefit the Bordak family, the Winterhawks 93/94 autographed banner and the Marty Standish 
autographed ticket from the season opener following the Memorial Cup win in 1998. Check them out at 
the Booster Club table. 
 
Be sure to check out some of the archive Winterhawks memorabilia at the tables as well as photos, 
clings and much more. Very limited in stock on a lot of items, so don't miss your chance to own some 
really neat stuff. 
 
Finally, our next issue will be out at the next Booster Meeting on February 20. With that meeting being 
the Nomination meeting, we will post the nominees for office at the Booster Club table leading to the 
election on Saturday, March 6. Make sure you make these meetings to earn your tickets for the HD 
Radio Tuner drawing on March 6 at the Rose Garden. 
 
Stuart Kemp 
President 
Portland Winterhawks Booster Club 
www.pwhbc.com 
(360) 852-5081 

Presidentôs Message Continued 

We once again say good bye and best of luck to two Portland Winterhawk players, Jacob 
Berglund and Dan Johnston.  Best of luck to both of you with your new team, the Lethbridge 
Hurricanes. 
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Rookie Q&A with Taylor Aronson and Seth Swenson  

Hawkey Talk caught up with Rookies Taylor Aronson and Seth Swenson.  

Taylor, thanks for taking part in this edition of Rookie Q&A. I have ten questions 

for you...  If you are ready, here we go!   

HT - Taylor, you have had a great start to the season, can you talk about what 

you have learned playing in the WHL?   

TA - I have learned a lot from the WHL.  It is a very competitive league and you 

always have to be on your òAó game.  

HT - You seem to play mostly with Troy Rutkowski, how does your game 

complement his and his yours?   

TAñ I think that Troy and I balance each other out. We know what each other is going 

to do so it makes it really easy. Troy is more offensive than me so I stay back when he 

goes up.  

HT - Can you talk a bit about growing up in Southern California, and how did you get into 

hockey? 

TA - Southern California is a great place to live in.  I love it there.  I got into hockey 

when I was 4 from my cousins playing.  

HT - Can you talk about your family, mom, dad, brothers and sisters?  Any other family 

members play hockey too?  

TA - I have a mom and a dad but no brothers or sisters.  The only family members that 

have played hockey are my cousins.  

HT - Once Portland contacted you about coming to camp, did you have the discussion of 

WHL or NCAA?  What or who helped you make the decision to come to Portland and play 

in the WHL?  

TA - I signed with Portland in the summer.  I thought this would be the best place where 

I can learn the most from the coaches.  

HT - What things do you enjoy doing away from the ice arena?  

TA - I enjoy hanging out with the boys and going golfing.  

HT - What subjects do you enjoy in school and what subjects give you the most 

challenge? 

TA - I enjoyed taking English in school but economics was a different story.  

HT - If you could spend a day with any person in history, who might it be and why?  

TA - Ah, next question...  

HT - If you could pick any profession other then being a hockey star, what would that be 

and why?  

TA - I would become a fireman.  

HTñLast question... Lets say you are working the Taylor Aronson hockey camp for youth 

players.  What piece of advice would you give those young players on what they need to 

do to be the next young star of the Portland Winterhawks?  

TAñ I would tell them to work their hardest and have fun.  

 

Next up is Seth Swensoné 

Continued on page 8 
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Portland recently traded for 19 year old defensemen Luca Sbisa.  We had a chance to catch up with him and get his thoughts.  
Luca, Thank you for taking a few minutes to introduce yourself to the fans of the Portland Winterhawks.  We are excited to get a 
player of your ability added to this up and coming team.  
 
HTτ Luca, can you tell us what you were 
doing when you learned you were 
headed to Portland, and was this 
different than getting traded in the past?  

LSðNot much actually, I kind of had a 
feeling that I was going to get traded so I 
just sat back and watched. About 20 
minutes before the deadline my agent 
gave me a call and he told me Portland 
was just about to sign the papers. I was 
hoping to get traded to Portland so I was 
actually pretty happy!  
HTðLuca, can you tell us about your 
time in the WHL and how your time with 
both the Flyers and Ducks has made you 
a better player?  
LSðThe WHL just got my career going. 

If I wouldn't have made the step to switch 

to the WHL,  Iôm pretty sure I would be 

were I am right now! It prepared me to 

play in the NHL, which was incredible, 

itôs better then you expect it to 

be....amazing! I think in these two part 

years in the NHL I was lucky to have a chance to play with some of the greatest who have ever played the sport. I just kind of want 

to give my experiences to some of the younger players in this league. 

HTðYou recently represented Switzerland in the World Juniors with your new team mate Nino.  Can you talk a bit about Nino 

and your time at the World Juniors?  

LSðI knew Nino was a really good player but I didn't know he's that good! He was one of, if not the best forward at the 

tournament, as a 92 born, which speaks for it self! I knew him from before so we just caught up and had a good time. 

HTðNext up for you is representing your home county of Switzerland in the Olympics.  Can you tell us how it feels to play for 

your country?  

LSðEvery time you get a chance to wear you country's jersey you are amazingly proud. I think doing that at the Olympics is going 

to be unbeatable.  

HTðPortland is a very young team, and now we have brought in both Eric Doyle and yourself, from Eastern Teams to help get 

them deep in the playoffs.  How can you help this team?  

LSðI think I gained a little bit of experience over the past couple years. I think with the team being this young its important to 

have guys with experience to teach the younger guys how to handle some situations especially in the playoffs. When we went to the 

WHL Finals in 2008 with Lethbridge we had older guys too, to lead the way and that's what Iôm going to try to do.  

HTðCan you just take a minute to tell us a bit about Oberageri, where in Switzerland is it located?  

LSðIts in the Province of Zug, that is right in the middle of Switzerland. It is a little bit higher up then all the other cities and 

surrounded by a lake and mountains, I loved it there.  

HTðWhat type of defensemen are you?  Are you a stay at home guy, or do you like to push the puck and make things happen all 

over the ice? 

LSðI would say Iôm a two way defenseman. I can play in my own end but Iôm able to work the power play as well and once in a 

while I try to step up for a big hit.  

HTðFinally, how is your injury healing?  Will you be ready for the Olympics next month?  

LSðIts going really well. I even hope to fly to Portland before the Olympics and hopefully get a couple games in, before the 

important part of the season starts!  Iôm looking forward to a long run with Portland! 

 

Luca, thanks for taking a minute to introduce yourself to Portland. 
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Booster Club Newsletter ï January 2010 

Well, the Christmas/New Years time period did as we had indicated in the last newsletter to give 

opportunity to players in our line up to assume larger roles with the absence of Walker, 

Niederreiter, Wotherspoon, and Rattie. We were pleased with the way the team performed and 

thought several players proved they have the ability to play a larger role if called upon. Also we 

were fortunate to be able to access Teal Burns and Taylor Peters who really helped provide 

more experienced depth. They have both developed well in the BCHL. 

Fans got a chance to watch last yearôs first round pick Derrick Pouliot play two games. If this 

was an indication of what he may be able to do when he rejoins the team later in February I 

believe he will be a valuable asset for the stretch run and playoffs. He is a poised defenseman 

who slows the game down and makes great plays. Physically he has matured since we last saw 

him in August and looks like he will be able to handle the larger forwards in the WHL. It was important for Derrick to 

integrate with the team once again so the transition later this year will be much easier. 

For those of you who watched the World Junior Tournament I am sure you were like us ï very proud of the way Luke 

and Nino represented our organization. Winning a Gold Medal was an incredible accomplishment for Luke ï something 

he will always remember and it should help him in the big games which lie ahead for our team. Nino became a celebrity 

in Canada as he carried Switzerland past a top Russian team and into the bronze medal game. The impact of 17 year 

old in this tournament is very significant because it is rarely done! 

Well, the trade deadline on Jan 10th was much different for our team this year éinstead of teams looking at us as 

sellers we were actively trying to improve our team. The decision to acquire Luca Sbisa was made to add one of the best 

defensemen in our league to our lineup for the last 7 games of the season and into the playoffs. He is the only player in 

the WHL who has both played in the NHL and Olympic Games. He will be both an impact player and great mentor for 

our team. We were fortunate that he knew Nino and was excited to finish his junior career in Portland. As part of the deal 

we had to move Jacob Berglund due to the rule of only being able to carry two imports. We had several calls on Jacob 

but the opportunity to move him with Daniel seemed like the best fit and in return we were able to flip picks in the Euro 

Draft which means we have the potential to move up the top 15 picks. The Euro Draft is at the end of June and we are 

looking forward to selecting another player of Ninoôs ability who will have a huge impact on next yearsô group. 

Enjoy the stretch run and the competitiveness of our US division. 

 

 


